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Non-oil Activities Contribute 49.1% of the Emirate’s GDP 

Abu Dhabi’s GDP at Current Prices Grows to AED 

960.1 billion in 2014 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) announced today the final 
results of the Annual Economic Surveys, used in compiling the 
GDP, national accounts and the key indicators of Abu Dhabi in 
2014. The survey data reveal a strong growth in both oil non-oil 
activities, with Abu Dhabi’s GDP at current prices reaching a 
record AED 960.1 billion, up from AED 931.8 billion in 2013, 
marking a growth by 5-fold since 2001. 
As detailed figures show, crude oil and natural gas production 
posted a value-added of AED 489.067 billion at current prices in 
2014, down from AED 511.093 billion in 2013. Furthermore, the 
GDP share of the oil and natural gas activity shrank from 54.9 
percent in 2013 to 50.9 percent in 2014, suggesting decreasing 
reliance by the Emirate’s economy on mining and quarrying. 
As the final results from economic surveys data and administrative 
records indicate, Abu Dhabi’s non-oil GDP at current prices in 
2014 was AED 471.1 billion, up12 percent from AED 420.7 billion 
in 2013. 

 

GDP at constant prices 

According to the results announced by SCAD, the GDP of the 
Emirate of Abu Dhabi at constant prices in 2014 was AED 733.8 
billion, compared with AED 702.9 billion in 2013, achieving an 
annual growth of 4.4 percent, with non-oil activities accounting for 
a GDP share of around 50.2 percent at constant prices in 2014. 
These activities achieved a strong annual growth of 12 percent at 
current prices, and 8.5 percent at constant prices over the past 
year. 



 

 

 

Detailed Growth of Economic Activities in 2014 

SCAD’s recently released data on the GDP of Abu Dhabi Emirate 
indicate a positive growth at varying degrees in all economic 
activities during 2014, most notably the “Real estate”, which grew 
by an impressive 22.3 percent, while the “Financial and insurance” 
activity grew by 19.7 percent,  “Wholesale and retail trade; repair 
of motor vehicles and motorcycles” by 15.1 percent, 
“Manufacturing” by 12.6 percent, “education” by 12.5 percent, 
“Information and communication” by 11.6 percent, “Transportation 
and storage” by 11.0 percent, “Human health and social work”, 
“Administrative and support services” and “Accommodation and 
food services” by 10.3 percent, “Electricity, gas, and water supply; 
waste management” by 10.2 percent and “Construction” by 8.1 
percent. 
 

Economic diversification making headway 

A thorough review of the economy of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 
would confirm the high level of development and diversification it 
has attained in a short span of time, making continuous gains 
under a wise management that learned from past experience in its 
endeavor to take best advantage of available opportunities. In this 
regard, it can be seen from the figures released by SCAD that the 
contribution of non-oil activities to the GDP at current prices grew 
from 45.1 percent in 2013 to 49.1 percent in 2014. In real terms 
non-oil activities accounted for 50.2 percent of the GDP at 
constant prices in 2014. These figures attest to the progress made 
in implementing the Emirate’s plans for expansion of the economic 
base and diversification of the economy. 

 

 



 

 

Employees Compensations up 10.8 percent 

 

The compensation of employees at current prices refer to the total 
income earned by workers in all economic activities in the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi, and includes salaries, wages, benefits in kind and 
social benefits to which the workers are entitled. The total 
compensations of employees increased 10.8 percent from AED 
191.4 billion in 2013 to AED 212.0 billion in 2014. 

 

 

Fixed capital formation 

Investment is a key driving force propelling the economy, raising 
its output and ensuring sustainable development. Abu Dhabi has 
been successful in creating conducive business environment 
through adequate infrastructures, administrative set-up and 
incentives for investing the national wealth in a variety of areas 
that support diversification and help to achieve a competitive edge 
in the world markets. 
In recent years, economic development in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi has been characterized by huge investment in commodity 
and service activities, in a manner that was conducive to the 
diversification of national income sources and the creation of an 
economic base to support the expansion of the private sector 
participation in productive activities. Gross fixed capital formation 
for all activities grew by 16.1 percent to AED 165.6 billion in 2014, 
up from AED 142.7 billion in 2013. On the other hand, gross fixed 
capital formation for non-oil activities stood at AED 136.4 billion in 
2014 compared with AED 115 billion in 2013. 
A breakdown by activity indicates that the “Real estate” activity 
accounted for the largest share (20.7 percent) of gross fixed 
capital formation in 2014, followed by ‘Public administration’ at 
17.7 percent, ‘Mining and quarrying’ at 17.7 percent, 
‘Transportation and storage’ at 13.7 percent and ‘Manufacturing’ at 
11.9 percent, with the remaining activities accounting for 18.4 
percent of gross fixed capital formation in 2014. 



 

The Government of Abu Dhabi has successfully expanded the 
participation of the public sector in productive development, 
providing services that contribute to the growth of economic 
activity, enabling the private sector to play the role it is best suited 
for in this regard. Also, the plans adopted by the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi, cater to an increasing role for local and foreign investment 
in future development in projects and has set up an conducive 
environment for successful investment. 
 
 
For its part the private sector has been able to make giant leaps, 
benefiting from the competitive advantages it enjoys in production 
and export and gearing up for a yet larger role in the face of the 
ever changing economic conditions at the local, regional and 
international levels. Hence the interest in strengthening the role of 
the private sector as the key player in the economic diversification 
process. 
 

 

 The significance of economic surveys 
 

SCAD’s economic surveys, along with the data collected from 
administrative sources, SCAD seeks to build a state-of-the-art 
database to support decision makers with detailed information on 
individual economic activities. 
 
The surveys uses well trained field staff and utilizes hi-tech tools in 
the collection of data from sample establishments, which are 
representatives of all types of establishments in the emirate in 
terms of size and activity. 
 
 
Sectors Covered by the Economic Surveys  

 

According to SCAD, the economic surveys covered ‘Mining and 
quarrying’, manufacturing, production and distribution of electricity, 
water and sanitation, construction, wholesale and retail trade and 
repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles, transportation and 



 

storage, information and communications, financial and insurance 
activities (banks and financial intermediation and insurance, the 
services sector, which includes a variety of services such as 
hotels, restaurants and real estate services, health, education, 
legal, accounting, personal, social, sporting and other services. In 
addition to the data collected from administrative sources for 
several activities, e.g., public administration, government activities 
and part of the real estate activities data. 
 
 

Objectives of the economic surveys 

As explained by SCAD, the main objectives of the survey include 
providing data for compilation of national accounts to estimate the 
contribution of the activities surveyed to the GDP. Provide 
necessary data to support policy and economic decision-making in 
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi. This is deemed useful for businesses 
and investors to make informed decisions, and to enable them to 
evaluate their investment decisions. The surveys are also 
contributing to the creation of a comprehensive statistical database 
on the to assess the extent of economic diversification and 
development taking data in the non-oil sectors, and provide 
baseline data for measuring the progress made in the 
implementation development plans and programs in the Emirate of 
Abu Dhabi. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

About Statistical Center-Abu Dhabi (SCAD) 

Statistics center-Abu Dhabi (SCAD) was established in 2008 in accordance with Law 

No. (7), to develop and organize statistical work in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in 

particular and the United Arab Emirates in general. SCAD’s purpose is to produce 

statistical information that is consistent with the emirate’s orientation towards 

sustainable development and strategic plans under the supervision and with full 

support of the Executive Council of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.  

 

Being the of the official statistical data collection agency in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, 

the center assumes the functions of preparing the statistical plans and programs that 

serve the emirate’s wider development programs, conducting statistical surveys 

across the emirate. SCAD is also responsible for the collection, classification, 

storage, analysis and dissemination of official statistics and the release of the results 

of social, demographic, economic, environmental and cultural surveys. 

 

The activities of the Center will encompass all areas relating to social conditions in 

accordance with relevant international standards and ethics, such as independence, 

professionalism, impartiality, objectivity, confidentiality, cost effectiveness and quality 

of statistics. 

 

 

 

 
 


